
 Chamber Board Spotlight 
Joe Harris has been on the Chamber board for approximately 3 years. 

Joe has been retired from the Shawnee Library System since 2011 

where he served as the Executive Director. He is enjoying his retirement 

with his wife Anita and their 5 rescue pugs, Shadie, Ruffus, Louie, Pete 

and Emmy.  Joe has several interests that he can enjoy during his retire-

ment that include, traveling, history, libraries, Pug dog rescue and    

maintaining 100+ year old house.  

Joe’s community involvement includes the Flora Chamber of Commerce 

board as well as various committees of the Chamber, Ewington Chapter 

Sons of the American Revolution and the Friends of the Flora Public       

Library.  

Joe’s goals are to travel more, avoid having to go back to work and to 

continue to enjoy his retirement.  

Joe worked for a total of 38 years as a 

Library and Information Services Con-

sultant for the Cumberland Trail      

Library System and Shawnee Library 

System. The Shawnee Library System, 

is a multi-type library system that 

serves libraries in a 32 county area of 

Southern Illinois. Joe also has worked 

as a librarian at Vandalia Correctional 

Center.  

Thank you Joe for being a valuable asset to the Chamber.  
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The North Wayne Insurance Agency, Inc., is owned by Bill and Robin Atwood with, 

Bill being the president of the Agency. This month, the agency is celebrating 35 

years of being in business. They began on February 16, 1981. They currently em-

ploy 6 people in the office. Bill’s goal is to continue to be the best insurance 

agency they can possibly be, and to offer competitive products and excellent  ser-

vice to all of their clients. They also have two offices, one in Flora and one in Cisne, 

to better serve their customers. They are licensed in Illinois and Indiana.  

Bill is involved in the community and tries to give back to the community whenever 

possible. Community events he is involved in include: Shadows of Elmwood, the 

Depot Show, Flora Chamber Mystery Theater, Secretary of the Flora Library, Chairman of the Board of Deacons at 

the First Baptist Church, President of the Flora Academic Foundation, Secretary of WCLC, Inc., Flora Chamber of 

Commerce, Flora Elks, Jr. Football League announcer, past president of Clay County Industries, and helps support 

community service organizations, numerous sports teams and a supporter of Flora Academic Foundation.  

When Bill isn’t busy in the office, or involved in community events he enjoys spending time with his family and occa-

sionally likes to golf and travel.  

Bill is married to Robin, who works as a pre-K teacher at Fairfield North Side school, and has taught for 26 years. 

Their family consists of the following children and grandchildren; Matt and Tracy Atwood, and their kids, Logan, 

Kinley and Carsyn. Shannon and John Hurliman and their kids, Tanner, Ellery and Cooper. Nathan and Courtney 

Atwood and their kids, Landrey and Cale. Laura and James Beason and their kids, Jasper and Dean. And Mychal 

Atwood who is currently in college.  

North Wayne Insurance has office located at 128 E. North Ave., in Flora and 308 

Simpson St.., in Cisne. They are extremely thankful to all of their faithful clients. 

They are currently servicing third generation clients. They feel truly blessed and 

are thankful to God for the agency’s continued success. They would also like to 

thank their employees, past and present, who have played a great part in the  

success of the agency. The staff endeavors to treat the customers/clients as they 

would want to be treated. They feel blessed to have such fine employees.  

Congratulations to North Wayne Insurance on their 35 years in business. We are 

proud to have them as part of the Flora Chamber of Commerce. 

Powless Law opened in May of 2012. Joel Powless is the owner and provides legal 

services and general attorney services.  Joel Is fortunate enough to have his wife, 

Shawna, as his legal secretary at the firm, which is his only employee.  

Joel’s community involvement includes sponsoring High School sports teams and 

local pageants. His is also a supporter of Appleknocker and the Flora Academic 

Foundation’s Radiothon. Joes is a member of Our Kids Clay County, The coalition 

Against Drug Abuse of Clay County, and assists the local Adult Protective Service 

Programs, as well as a member of the Flora Chamber of Commerce. Joel has been 

the tournament director for the Frog Island Tennis Tournament since 2012, and is 

also a volunteer coach for the Flora Boys and Girls High School Tennis Teams. Joel 

and his family are members of the First United Methodist Church here in Flora.  

Joel enjoys tennis, and spending time with family and friends. Joel and Shawna have 3 children, Bobby, 

Jenny and Luke. Joel is the son of Bob and Judie Powless of Flora.  

Joel is currently running for the position of Clay County State’s Attorney, and we are happy to have him as 

part of the Chamber.  
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The Flora Chamber of Commerce held the annual Awards Banquet on Saturday, January 30th, 

2016 at Anthony’s. A delicious meal was catered by Anthony’s Wild West and enjoyed by over 100 

attendees. Among those attendees were 9 past Citizens of the Year. Those were: Jan    Phillips 

(1995), Dr. Don Bunnell (2000), Dan Sulsberger (2003), Mitzi Goldstein (2004), Mary Anne Ayers 

(2005), Phil Wiley (2011), Lee Melton (2013) and Pete and Ester Walker (2015). Also showing up 

to show support, was Representative David Reis. After enjoying a meal of Bacon Wrapped Pork   

Filet or Chicken Alfredo, it was time for the presentation of awards.  

This year we had the special privilege of honoring 3 different business owners in the community 

that retired in 2015. These awards were kept a surprise to the recipient, so it was fun to see the 

looks on the faces!!The first recipient was unable to attend, however, Mary Hoffman, of the Flora 

Cleaners was recognized for being in business in Flora for 35 years. Next up was Ken Clarner. Ken 

retired at the end of 2015 after being in business as a barber for 45 years in Flora. The third recipi-

ent of the special recognition award went to Lucille and Sam and Anderson. Lucille retired in 2015 

after working 55 years with Merle Norman and having the business in her home here in Flora.  

We had several great nominations for the different categories 

and choosing the award winners was not an easy task. The     

criteria was considered carefully when making the decision. 

Those receiving awards were: Business of the Year, Anthony’s 

Wild West, owners Anthony and Judy Booth. New Business of the 

Year, Two Glitzy Girlz, owners Amanda and Matt Winterrowd, and 

Citizen of the Year, Mary Anne Pittman.         

 

 

Annual Awards Banquet 
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Local Chamber Member and their 

 employees give back to the community.  
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Our next Chamber Member Meeting 

Will be, Tuesday, February 9th, 2016 

12:00 noon @ Los Tres Caminos 

Members are encouraged to attend.  

Chamber Member Community Event. Everyone is welcome to attend. 



I belong to the Chamber of Commerce because: 

I realize in unity there is strength; it is the 

best medium for serving my community as a 

whole; I believe in the future growth and pro-

gress of my city; it’s only qualification for 

membership is good citizenship; I want to 

work with my fellow townsmen for the com-

mon interest of all; I want to benefit from 

their concerted planning, counsel, and action; 

it is a clearing house for business information, 

business service, and community effort; mem-

bership pays a high rate of interest in service, 

personal contacts, community betterment and 

civic pride; experience and the records of the 

past have conclusively demonstrated its use-

fulness and justified existence, not only in this 

community but in practically every other 

part of the world. 

223 W. Railroad St. 

Flora, IL 62839 

Flora Chamber of Commerce 

Stephanie Hemphill,       Derek Bailey 

President        Brenda Conrad 

         Dan Graham 

Lisa Cash,        Mandy Hargis 

Vice President       Joe Harris 

         Jennifer Henson 

Judith Mearns,       Michele McGee 

Treasurer         Jessica Muskopf 

         Chelsea Williams 

Chris Thompson 

Executive Assistant 

 

Board of Directors 

Phone: 618-662-5646 

Fax: 618-662-5646 

E-mail: commerce@wabash.net 

www.florachamber.com 

And Check us out on Facebook! 


