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Chamber Member Spotlight 

N EWSL ETTER  

Wm. Nobbe & Co., located at  

11265 Old Highway 50 is owned 

by Tom Nobbe. The company has 

been in service since 1907 and 

recently purchased the McLean 

Implement business earlier this 

year. The family is in it’s 4th     

generation of service. They are a John Deere Dealership. And 

Stihl & Honda Authorized Dealer.  

With the addition of 5 new stores recently, WM Nobbe & Co., now 

have 250 employees.  Wm. Nobbe & Co. provides customers 

with solutions through superior products, services, and support 

while delivering unmatched experience.  

It is their goal to be a sustainable, family owned organization for 

the next 100 years while being the premier solution provider.  

The company is big in community involvement, whether it is   

supporting the local FFA chapters or teaching local kids about 

new equipment and its technology, Wm. Nobbe is constantly 

looking to educate our youth for the future of agriculture.  

Thank you Wm. Nobbe & Co for your support of the Flora     

Chamber of Commerce and all you do in our community! 
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Flora Chamber of Commerce  

Executive Director 

Chris Thompson 

There have been some changes in the 

Chamber office this year, and I am happy 

to announce that I have  returned to the 

Chamber as Executive Director. I have a 

passion for the Chamber, what it does 

and for the community!  My office hours 

will be Monday through Friday, from 8 am 

to 5 pm, with the exception of lunch and   

meetings, and then typically the office 

would be closed 12—1 pm.  

I am excited to be back and look forward 

to working with each and every one of 

you! 

Welcome New Chamber Members! Thank you for 

putting your trust and support in the  

Flora Chamber of Commerce 
 

Flora Chiropractic 

Flora Rotary Club 

Hucks Convenience Store 

Luttrell Backhoe, Inc.  

Luttrell Real Estate LLC 

Nanny’s Kreations 

The Crafty Bean 

Noel Whitehead—Independent Lipsense Consultant 
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A peek at what happened at Moonlight Madness on Friday, November 3rd! 

Mandy Hargis, Chamber Director and Managing 

Consultant at StaffQuick and Stacy Houston,  

Senior Consultant at StaffQuick had fun manning 

the Chamber of Commerce table. 

Just a few of the cars on display from the Clay County Cruisers. 

Shoppers didn’t seem to mind the long lines to get the 

great deals of the evening! 

Decisions, decisions….what should I purchase? 

Looks like Dr. Wilson didn’t resist 

arrest from our “Officer Jeremy”. If 

you see Dr. Wilson, you might ask 

him how many times he got ar-

rested during Moonlight  

Madness. (below) 

(above)  Anthony  Booth couldn’t 

even get bail money from Us Bank 

Mascot, Coach Possible. And the 

poor  Mascot had to beg from US 

Bank employees to get bailed out     

himself.  

If you were out and about on Friday evening, 

November 3rd, you would have seen several 

people enjoying shopping, a car show, Jail and 

Bail Fundraiser all while enjoying music with 

Jim Earlywine as the DJ.  

Twenty eight businesses participated in this 

year’s event, along with 21 businesses          

represented in Anthony's and Two Glitzy Girlz 

Banquet rooms. Business owners had special 

sales for the evening, give a ways, door prizes 

and some served refreshments.  

We had 83 eligible entries to win door prizes.  

Jean Guerrettaz  was the winner of $40 worth 

of Car Wash Certificates donated by Act Auto & 

Tire. 

Victoria Streif, was the winner of a $50         

Anthony’s gift card, donated by Anthony.  

Cathy Tolbert was the winner of $100 worth of 

gift cards donated by Two Glitzy Girlz, Sears, 

The Crafty Bean and Dixie Posh.  

Thank you to everyone for your participation 

and support of this annual event. Plans are  

already under way for next year’s event! 
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The Flora Chamber of Commerce would like to say thank you to everyone that attended or participated in the an-

nual Halloween Parade. We had a large parade with 114 entries! The weather was extremely cold but it didn’t 

seem to stop some people from coming out and enjoying the parade.  The trophy winners for the parade are as 

follows: 

Business Category         Organization Category  

1st Place: Act Automotive                            1st Place: Cub Scout Pack #283 

2nd Place: Daszle Dance & Tumble                                                2nd Place: Autism Truck—Lester Logue 

3rd Place: NMN Club                            3rd Place: Clay County Farm Bureau Young Leaders 

 

Antique/Classic Cars                      Marching Masqueraders 

1st Place: John Upton                                                   1st Place: Rita Cook & Patsy Harrison 

2nd Place: Gary Perry                                      2nd Place:  Silas Cooper 

3rd Place: Mike Genthe          3rd Place: Lincoln & Ledger Tackitt 

 

Churches                 Non Business 

1st Place: Flora Assembly of God                    1st Place: Braxton Richards 

2nd Place: First Baptist Church                                  2nd Place: Brock Richards 

3rd Place: Wabash Baptist Church             3rd Place: Tim & Joe Parkhurst 

 

Industry                    Best Overall 

1st place: Nussmeyer Tree Service            Act Automotive 

2nd Place: RWCI 

3rd Place:  Wolfe Pipe Testing 

 

GSI, American Dreams Realty, Act Auto, Greenlaw Blvd., Flora Bank & Trust park, Car Corral, Sears, Young’s Car 

Wash, Dickey’s, IGA, Country Closet, Christ Church, Fred Gocey property, and the Flora Depot all served as stag-

ing areas for the  different categories. A big thank you to all of them. Without their willingness to allow the staging 

areas, it wouldn’t be possible to make the flow of the parade go so smoothly.  Thank you to the City of Flora for 

allowing the streets to be closed for the annual event, for the barricades, the trash can placement, and the use of 

the leaf blowers to help in cleanup. Thank you to the Flora Police Department, Clay County Sheriff Department 

and ESDA for the great job they do in helping with all the planning  of the street closures and traffic and crowd  

control to ensure everyone can enjoy the parade safely.  Thank you to Car Corral for the use of the side by sides. 

It sure helps when parade coordinators need to get to the different staging areas.  Thank you to the Flora FFA. 

Your willingness and help in the clean up following the horses in the parade is greatly appreciated.  Thank you to 

Ron Hancock for the use of the semi for the judges stand. Thank you to our 5 parade judges, Billy Lagle, Erin  

Marler, Scott Harris, Cindy Garrison and Major Strange. Thank you to Randy Poole and Brenda Miller from WNOI 

for broadcasting the parade on the radio so those that were unable to attend, could still listen in and not be left 

out!  Thank you to Smitty, Mary Anne Maxwell, and Erin Maxwell for taking pictures and capturing some great 

photos. Thank you to Smitty, and the Veterans that served as our Parade Marshals. Thank you to Miss Massie of 

the Flora High School for help in recruiting high school students to help with staging  areas and clean up. This is a 

great way for them to earn their community service hours.  Thank you to those that volunteered just because they 

wanted to help out in any way they can. Thank you to Dan Kuhlig for the use of the handheld radios so we had 

constant communication available between volunteers. Thank you to the horse judge, DeAnn Hronec and to Lori 

McAllister for the use of tools needed to clean up after the horses.  And of course thank you to the parade com-

mittee and other volunteers for all you did to make this community event a great evening. And as you can see 

there are several people that VOLUNTEER their time to make this event possible. It takes a team and that’s what  

is so great about this community! We are a team. Thank you! 



Have you been thinking about doing a Business After Hours? 

Well now is the time to get on the schedule to host one.  

We have open dates available. If you are  interested in     

hosting, please contact the Chamber office at 618-662-

5646 or email    commerce@wabash.net 
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We hosted a Ribbon Cutting on October 14th at 

The Crafty Bean, located at 110 E. North Ave.   

Picture are (front, l-r) Carol Britton, Crafty Bean 

baker; Chelsea  Williams, Flora Chamber Vice 

President; Chloe McGee, Crafty Bean waitress; Avy 

Nichols, Crafty Bean waitress; Vanessa and Jason 

Skavlem, business owners; Barb Walters, Crafty 

Bean vendor; (back, l-r) Chris Thompson, Flora 

Chamber Executive Director; Luke Czyzewski, Flora 

Chamber Director; Lisa Cash, Flora Chamber 

Board President; Becky Burgess, Flora City Clerk; 

Dustin Smith, Flora Chamber Director and Kathy 

Smith,   Chamber Member with daughters, Laila 

and Maura.  

Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Awards Banquet 

Saturday, January 27th 
 

It’s almost time to submit your entries for Citizen of the year, 

Business of the Year and New Business of the Year. Be thinking 

of who you want to nominate and be watching for further        

details to come! 

Ooops…..Don’t let this be your last newsletter.  

Our membership year runs from September 1st—August 31st. Membership renewals 

have been emailed, delivered or mailed out earlier in the fall. I will be in contact with 

you to discuss your membership. We want you to continue to receive the great  

benefits of being a Chamber member. We appreciate your support of the Flora 

Chamber of Commerce. Let’s continue to work together to make Flora a great place! 
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If your business is in need of information or  window       

decals regarding the Smoke Free Illinois Act, you can pick 

that information up at the Chamber office or contact 

Jordie Higgason at the Clay County Health Department. A 

portion of that act reads: 

(410 ILCS 82/20) 

Sec. 20. Posting of signs; removal of ashtrays. 

(a) “No Smoking” signs or the international “No  Smoking” 

symbol, consisting of a pictorial representation of a burning cigarette    

enclosed in a red circle with a red bar across it, shall be clearly and     

conspicuously posted in each public place and place of employment 

where smoking is prohibited by this Act by the owner, operator, manager, 

or other person in control of that place.  

The 2017 Leaf Collection schedule began on 

November 6, 2017 and will end on January 26, 

2018. The City is  divided into three sections. 

Each section will have leaf collection for a 

week at a time at different times of the month. 

Please rake leaves to the edge of the road (not 

in the road way or ditches). If you have any 

questions, or would like to know when your 

area is scheduled for pick up,  please call 662-

8313 or 662-4625.  

Our next Chamber Member Meeting will be 

Tuesday, November 14th at noon the Flora 

Depot in the train room.  

Please feel free to bring your own lunch.  
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CHAMBER MEMBER NEWS 
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Upcoming events at 

Johnny & Junes 

Nov 22ND…...Get ready for the most unique nightlife experience in 

the area! Come sing, dance, and howl as the most versatile and 

talented musicians perform your favorite songs on dueling pianos. 

Howl at the Moon has many world famous nightclubs all over the 

country and their touring show is highly energetic and entertaining. 

Prepare yourself for a fun-filled unforgettable night out!  

Proceeds from the event go towards the Flora Girls Softball 

League! 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 

Lickin' My Chicken & Pullin' My Pork BBQ at 6:30 p.m. 

Show starts at 7:30 p.m.  

Tickets available at: www.eventbrite.com 

Nov 25th.  Come celebrate the kickoff of the Holiday     

Season with Matt Poss Band and special guest John 

Spicer and the Fightin Side! We are excited to be stream-

ing this event LIVE to our family and friends serving our 

country! Whether they are serving in the states and can't 

make it home, or defending us overseas, they can log 

onto Facebook and enjoy an evening of live music! 

WSEI Freedom 92.9 will also be on site doing a live radio 

remote. This will be an awesome evening celebrating 

music & freedom! We will have a mobile videographer 

roaming the venue pre-show so you can give a shout-out 

to your friends and family serving in the Military and un-

able to make it home for the Holidays.  

Tickets available at: www.eventbrite.com 

Dec 30th.  Thunderstruck is one of the most authentic sound-

ing AC/DC tribute bands in the world, covering  everything 

from Bon Scott to Brian Johnson! The band is fronted by 

powerhouse vocalist Lee Robinson who was one of the four 

singers to have auditioned for AC/DC's Rock or Bust tour. 

Thunderstruck offers the most complete and authentic   

reproduction of AC/DC's sound and stage performance. 

Thunderstruck emulates the pure essence, power, and    

electricity of what an AC/DC show is all about and has 

proven to audiences time and time again that you can't stop 

rock 'n roll. Don't miss your chance to experience America’s 

ultimate AC/DC tribute band!  

Tickets available at: www.eventbrite.com 



The Members Creed 

I belong to the Chamber of Commerce because: I realize in unity there is 

strength; it is the best medium for serving my community as a whole; I 

believe in the future growth and progress of my city; it’s only qualifica-

tion for membership is good citizenship; I want to work with my        

fellow townsmen for the common interest of all; I want to benefit from 

their concerted planning, counsel, and action; it is a clearing house for 

business information, business service, and community effort; member-

ship pays a high rate of interest in  service, personal contacts,          

community betterment and civic pride; experience and the records of 

the past have conclusively demonstrated its usefulness and justified    

existence, not only in this community but in practically every other 

part of the world. 

223 W. Railroad St.  

Flora, IL 62839 

 

618-662-5646 phone/fax 

Email: commerce@wabash.net 

 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday    

8 am to 5 pm 

Flora Chamber of Commerce 

President: Lisa Cash           Vice President: Chelsea Williams       

 Treasurer: Jen Henson    

Directors 

Derek Bailey, Shirl Bily, Luke Czyzewski,  

Dan Graham, Mandy Hargis, Joe Harris,  

Michele McGee,  and Dustin Smith  

       

Executive Director 

                      Chris Thompson      

 

Board of Directors 

www.florachamber.com 

And check us out on Facebook! 


